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months too late and weakened by internecine strife. As soon as Charles had signed the Engagement (December 26, 1647), rejecting the Parliamentary terms, he attempted to escape, but by this time Hammond had decided to do his duty by Parlia- -ment and Army and from that day kept the King a close prisoner in Carisbrooke Castle. He was encouraged by a visit from Cromwell and letters from him to " dear Robin," in which he was bidden to go on in the strength of the Lord. On January 3, 1648, Cromwell announced to him with pious emotion that the House of Commons had decided to make no more addresses to the King, and that anyone who applied to him without leave of both Houses would be guilty of high treason. He concluded with the reflection that " some of us think the King well with you and that it concerns us to keep the Island in great security because of the French, etc." Again, on April 6, Cromwell was able to send him the good news that his salary had been raised from £10 to £20 a week, that £500 a year was to be settled on him and his heirs, and a present of £1,000 sent at once.1 Cromwell was less pleased to inform him of a well-planned but abortive attempt to escape on the King's part, only the narrowness of the prison window having prevented him.
It was true that, ever since Parliament and Army had united to keep him at best a prisoner for the rest of his life, Charles had been seeking safety in flight. All this time he was longing to put himself at the head of the Scotch army which
1 AH these sums are equivalent to five times as much nowadays, so Hammond's loyalty to the Army must have been as shaky as it wasvitaL

